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'barnacle eater* is found as far north as the
New England coast,

Filibuster, a term of doubtful origin, which
was used in the iyth century almost synony-
mously with buccaneer, but which in the igth
century came to be applied to any one who
in disregard of international law invades or
attempts to overturn the government of a
foreign state. Specifically, the term is generally
applied to those residents in the United States
who, during the ipth century, organized or
joined expeditions fitted out in the United
States for the purpose of gaining possession
of the governments of Spanish-American coun-
tries or of aiding those countries to gain inde-
pendence from Spain. Later the term came
to be applied, in American politics, to -legis-
lators, especially in congress, who delay or
prevent the passage of a bill by resorting to
irregular methods of opposition.

Filigree, a kind of metal lace, generally
made of unalloyed silver, melted and drawn
out in wire which is beaten flat, tightly twisted,
and again beaten, thus acquiring a serrated
edge. The wire is then woven into patterns,
and soldered at the points of junction. The
ancient Greeks were especially famous for their
beautiful filigree work. Central Asia has al-
ways been celebrated for the work; in Europe,
Malta has produced it so largely that it is
known as Maltese work; Norwegian specimens,
-however, are much superior. Ireland produced
good work of this class in the loth and nth
centuries and Mediaeval Venice was renowned
in this connection.

Fillet, in architecture, a small, square, flat
section in the mouldings of a cornice or be-
tween the flutes of a column.

Fillmore, Millard (1800-74), the thirteenth
President of the United States, was born at
what is now Summer Hill, Cayuga co., New
York, on Feb. 7, 1800. He was reared on a
farm, and at the age of fourteen he was bound
apprentice to a clothier and wool carder. In
1819 he began the study of law, and was ad-
mitted to the Buffalo bar in 1823. In 1828
Fillmore began his political career as a member
of the State legislature. During the period
1832-42 he was four times elected a Member
of Congress. In 1848 he was elected Vice-
President of tae United States on the Whig
ticket with Zachary Taylor.

On the unexpected death of President
Taylor, /uly 9, 1850, Fillmore became Presi-
dent, serving until March, 1853. He proved
an able statesman, and his Presidency was
marked by the passing of many salutary
measures, notwithstanding that his, party was

in the minority. During his administration
diplomatic relations with Japan were estab-
lished. His signing of and attempts to enforce
the Fugitive Slave Act rendered him unpopular
in the North, however, and he failed to secure
a renomination in 1852.
Film, in photography, a flexible sheet of
celluloid or like material upon which is spread
a thin, sensitized coating for the making of
pictures; a similar sheet bearing the completed
picture; also the sensitized coating of photo-
graphic plates. Films are manufactured in
reliable ribbon form, or in cut sheets for use
in plate holders or special containers.
Filmer, Sir Robert (c. 1589-1653), English
political writer, was born in Kent. His fame
rests on the Patriarchy 1681, an argument for
the patriarchal origin of government, the fal-
lacy of which was later exposed by Locke.
Filmy Ferns, an order of ferns, including
more than two hundred species, which grow
in large, spreading, mossy masses on rocks and
tree stems in moist places. They are chiefly
tropical, rare in the Southern Hemisphere, still
rarer hi the Northern.
Filters and Filtration. Filtration is the
process of mechanically separating solid par-
ticles from the liquid in which they are sus-
pended, by means of certain porous media
known as filters, the interstices of which are
too small to admit of the passage of the solid
matter. The filtering layer may consist of
numerous loose, detached particles, such as
sand or charcoal; of compact bodies, such as
tiles or biscuit porcelain; or of woven or felted
material, such as cloth or paper. The liquid
may pass through solely by gravity, or its out-
flow may be accelerated by the use of a filter
pump, whereby the air beneath the separating
medium is partly exhausted. Water is purified
on a large scale by filtration through sand,
with or without the addition of chemicals.
Sewage filtration is a different process from
ordinary water purification, being primarily
designed not to strain out disease germs, but
to secure th.2 oxidation of putrescible organic
matter by the action of nitrifying bacteria.
When sand is used, the sewage is applied inter-
mittently, so as to allow air to enter for the
oxidizing process. Sometimes the same result
is attained by permitting the sewage to stand
in or trickle through a bed of coarse stone or
similar material. In the chemical industries,
filters of woven materials are krgely employed,
especially where the liquid contains mucilagin-
ous or other matter that would clog the pores
of an ordinary filter.
Another means of nitration which finds ex-